SREE   GOPALAKRBHNAYYA

though Gandhiji himself repudiated that he was " wholly unaware
of many  things "   mentioned  by  his  lieutenants.

Thus neither Gopalakrishnayya nor his   " Bowl" could get
any money for those temples and consequently   the   programme
had to go unfulfilled during the three years of his remaining life.
Meanwhile his health grew  from bad to worse;   and when  the
hope   arose  that  possibly  he  might  live  if at   least  one of the
temples was built, he sold away his silver plate and some jewels,
and began to raise the walls, in one of those many fits of temper
to which he became subject to in those  days.    The   foundations
were finished ; and even  the outer walls rose a   few   feet  high;
when he discovered some flaw in the calculations (architectural)
or  the  construction  and  ordered  a  dismantling    of   the   whole
thing.    In J^&e 1927, when some friends enquired of him what
they could do for hims Gopalakrishnayya gave out his views in
a letter which was published in one of the Telugu weeklies of'
the time.    Some time before his death he also published in the
Andhra Patnka an appeal to his fellow   countrymen,  which   was
practically his last Will and Testament, wherein he declared that
it  was his solemn  wish and desire to construct the  temples in
Raninagar, and dedicate  the  Ramnagar  land   of about  twenty
acres to those temples ; but,  as his health was getting   critical,
if he  would   not  be  able  to   do  it  himself,  he  begged   of his
countryman to kindly respect his last wishes and  see that they
would be attended to even after his death.    The idea was revived
after his death in June  1928 and  afterwards ; but the Memorial
Committee which volunteered to  take charge of his posthumous
works would not allow the grass to grow under their feet; and
subsequently   the  perpetual  pilgrimage  to  jails   of our  patriots
has entailed the postponement of the Ramnagar temples sine du.

Such is the historical aspect of the Ramnagar temples; and
we may conclude the story with the following extracts from his
article on Antarvedi which will show the rationale behind his

aspiration.

*c Our   nation   lives in its pilgrimages.    National life is no-
not even in Mahatma Gandhi's * Congresses * and 'masses*.